
Vilamoura, The Algarve
16–20 SEPTEMBER

Your first choice 
business partner



Dear delegate,
As we approach our first anniversary 
as Unitas Wholesale following the 
merger of Landmark Wholesale and 
Today’s Group in November 2018, we 
are delighted to invite you to our first 
conference as the leading wholesale 
services company in the UK.
As the market continues to witness significant change 
we look forward to welcoming you to our conference 
at the Anantara Hotel and Resort, Vilamoura, Portugal 
where we will explore the challenging landscape of 
our sector at both a national and local level. We will 
provide you with a series of updates regarding our first 
twelve months in business, together with a look at the 
strategies we are adopting to support both our member  
and supplier partners into 2020 and beyond.

The theme of this year’s conference reflects our 
mission to be  

Champion of Independents 
and Champion of Brands.

Based on the huge changes that are affecting our 
industry, our conference will explore the rapid shifts in 
this very competitive landscape and the challenges and 
opportunities they present. 

Our vision is simple: as a first-choice business partner, 
we harness the collective scale and strength of the 
group to work collaboratively with our independent 
wholesale members and supplier partners to achieve 
growth and continued success in the wholesale 
channel.

For the first time, we have secured exclusive rights to 
our award winning venue for the five-day duration 

of the conference, providing us with a stunning location 
adjacent to one of the most prestigious golf courses in the 
Algarve. Never before have we enjoyed such exclusivity 
which will allow us the freedom and flexibility to create a 
conducive environment for building relationships through 
informal networking and productive business sessions.

Your venue

“We harness the collective 
scale and strength of the group 
to work collaboratively with 
our independent wholesale 
members and supplier 
partners to achieve growth and 
continued success”



Our gala dinner

All the information you require is contained within  
the conference pack, including key contact names  
and telephone numbers. Our conference website 
www.unitaswholesaleconference.co.uk 
and Unitas events app will also contain all these details 
to ensure that you have all the details at  
your fingertips. To book simply complete and  
return the editable PDF booking form and should 
you have any queries, please contact Russell 
Gilbey at Insynq. 

So we have everything organised, all we need 
is you! Please join my team and I in Vilamoura in 
September 2019 for what promises to be the first 
of many memorable Unitas Wholesale conferences.

Kind Regards,

Darren Goldney 

Managing Director, Unitas Wholesale

What’s in store?

Time out

Our conference will open on Monday evening as we 
gather for an informal poolside buffet at the hotel 

giving you an opportunity to relax and network with 
colleagues and friends following your journey.

We have taken learnings from previous events and have 
included both member and supplier presentations during 
business sessions. These  provide invaluable insight into 
their successes and challenges, and how we can work 
better together to achieve our collective objectives.  
We have also arranged a number of interactive panel 
sessions that will require delegate participation...

A number of high-profile industry speakers will  
be sharing their thoughts and ideas regarding the 
channel, as well as exploring how we can achieve our 
collective objectives to grow and succeed in a highly 
competitive landscape.

There will, of course, be sufficient time for you to 
enjoy your surroundings and explore stunning 

Vilamoura. We have arranged a number of excursions 
for you to enjoy and our evening agenda has once 
again been carefully constructed to maximise 
networking and casual business discussions away 
from the conference room with your enjoyment 
being the priority.  

We will be arranging a golf tournament 
on Wednesday afternoon at the Victoria 
Golf Course which is adjacent to the 
Anantara. Covering some 90 hectares, 
the course is one of the best in 
Portugal with a layout that presents 
a challenge for even the most 
seasoned player.  

PLEASE NOTE:  There is a limit to 
the number of players that can 
compete in the golf tournament, so 
places will be allocated on a first 
come, first served basis.

Important information

Thursday evening will conclude our 
business agenda and will leave 

everyone with plenty of  time to prepare 
for our Gala Dinner.  

PLEASE NOTE: this year the dress code 
will be smart casual (no jeans) and 
guests should be mindful that the venue 
has traditional Portuguese mosaic paving 
which can be uneven in places, therefore 
please consider suitable footwear. 



Business Sessions Day 3

Itinerary

Arrival Day Day 1

Business Sessions Day 2

Venue:
The Anantara, Vilamoura has been chosen  
for our first Unitas Wholesale conference  
for its quiet prestige along the southern 
Portuguese coast as well as its excellent 
conference facilities. 

For our 2019 conference, we have negotiated 
exclusive use of this beautiful hotel for the 
duration, giving our delegates a fantastic 
self-contained venue within easy reach of 
Vilamoura Marina.

Monday 16 September 2019

Theme:
Champion of Independents and  
Champion of Brands

 
Evening welcome:
We will gather poolside for an international 
buffet at the hotel, providing delegates with 
a great opportunity to relax and network with 
colleagues and friends, old and new.

19.00   Drinks reception, hotel lobby
20.00 Buffet, poolside

Morning 
9.00  Conference welcome   

Darren Goldney, Managing Director

9.05  The big picture:  
political and economic overview  
Katherine Morgan, Interel Group  

The Wholesale Channel  
and FWD perspective  

James Bielby, Chief Executive, FWD

10.15 - 10.55 Coffee break
 

10.55 - 12.30  An update from 
Unitas Wholesale 
Darren Goldney,  
Managing 
Director

Tuesday 17 September 2019

Out of Home - Future strategy  
Les Mohammad, Senior Trading Controller
Panel Session One - Out of Home 
Declan Curry, facilitator

Afternoon
12.30 - 13.30  Lunch
Served in the Victoria Restaurant

13.30 - 17.00  Session 1 - Supplier and Member  
meetings 

Evening 

We are delighted to invite you to Bovino, an award-
winning restaurant situated in Quinta do Lago and 
one of the finest steak houses in the Algarve.  

19.00 Dinner at Bovino, Quinta do Lago

Morning 
9.00  Retail - Future strategy 

John Kinney, Retail Director 
Panel session 2 - retail 
Declan Curry, facilitator 
Trading - Future strategy 
John Baines, Trading Director

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee break
 
11.00 - 12.30  Member and 

Supplier break-out 
sessions 

Afternoon
 
12.30 - 14.00  Lunch
Served in the Victoria Restaurant

14.00   Afternoon at leisure 

Evening
Come as you are to our poolside 
buffet; an informal evening of 
food and drink will be served 
with entertainment provided 
throughout the evening.

19.00  Dining poolside, Anantara

Wednesday  
18 September 2019



Baggage and liquids

Banking hours

Portuguese banks are usually open from 8:30am - 3pm 
Mondays to Friday (some have extended hours on Fridays to 
4pm), with some open on Saturdays.

Climate

The average daytime temperatures in September are 
around 26°C (around 79°F), whereas the average minimum 
temperatures drop down to 18°C (64°F).

Currency

The Euro is the official currency and the current rate of 
exchange is approximately EUR1.11 to £1 (this is correct at 
time of print).

Airport Doctor

Excursions

Flying time

Health

Key information

Dress code

During the conference

Hotel

Faro International Airport is located approximately 16 miles east 
of Vilamoura with a transfer time of 30 minutes, subject to traffic.

If you experience any health issues, please advise a member 
of the Unitas staff or via the Unitas hospitality desk.

Should you encounter any difficulties during your time in 
Vilamoura, please contact the staff at the Unitas Wholesale 
hospitality desk.

For social events, conference business 
sessions and the gala dinner: smart casual. 

Please refer to the Booking Form where you can book onto 
the Catamaran Excursion or Golf tournament.

Approximately 2 hours 40 minutes from London

Please bring any medication in the original containers.  
A signed and dated letter from your physician describing  
your medical condition and medication is a good idea.

In most cases on production of a valid European Health 
Insurance Card (EHIC), you can access state-provided 
healthcare at reduced cost or free. You can register for  
a EHIC online at www.ehic.uk.com and is free of charge.  
FULL HEALTH INSURANCE IS ESSENTIAL

The Anantara is located just outside the marina area 
of Vilamoura. By car, the journey to the marina will 
take approximately 7-8 minutes. The hotel operates a 
complimentary shuttle to the Marina throughout the day and 
evening. The hotel boasts two outdoor swimming pools plus 
an indoor pool located within the hotel’s spa which offers 

When flying on scheduled flights such as British Airways the 
baggage allowance is 23kgs. If KTS/Insynq have booked 
flights on your behalf on ‘no frills’ airlines such as EasyJet 
or Jet 2, we will book and pre-pay for one piece of hold 
luggage weighing up to 20kgs. 

Please ensure all luggage is clearly named with luggage 
labels provided showing your name, hotel name and 
address. Hand luggage is restricted to one piece only 
(including laptops and handbags) and should be no larger 
than 55cmx40cmx20cm and weigh no more than 10kgs.

Travelling with liquids: Please pack any liquids that you 
don’t need while on board in your hold baggage. If you 
need to travel with liquids please be aware of the following 
restrictions which apply to all liquids in hand luggage. 
All liquids must be in individual containers not greater 
than 100ml. They must be placed in one transparent bag, 
no larger than 8x8 inches (20cmx20cm) in size, and fit 
comfortably inside the bag so that it can be closed. One bag 
per person is allowed and must be clear and re-sealable. 
These bags must be put through the x-ray machines 
separately. Any sharp items must be packed in hold luggage.

Business Sessions

Departure Day

Day 4

Day 5

Itinerary

Thursday 19 September 2019

Morning 
9.00  Session 2 - Supplier and Member 

meetings 

Afternoon
12.30 - 13.45  Lunch
Served in the Victoria Restaurant

13.45 Supplier feedback session

14.00 - 15.00  Welcome to our keynote speaker
Lord Daniel Finkelstein, OBE
Baron Daniel Finkelstein, OBE is a British 
journalist and politician. A keen football fan, 
he became a Lord in 2013, and is a former 
executive editor of The Times, remains a weekly 
political columnist, and is now associate editor. 
He is a former chairman of Policy Exchange.

15.00  Conference round up and close
Darren Goldney, Managing Director

Evening
We will conclude our business agenda on 
Thursday afternoon with a round up from Darren 
Goldney, leaving everyone with plenty of time to 
prepare for our gala dinner.  

Please note that this year the dress code for the 
gala dinner will be smart casual (no jeans) and 
guests should be mindful that the venue has 
traditional Portuguese mosaic paving which can 
be uneven in places, therefore please consider 
suitable footwear. 

19.00  Departure for our gala dinner

We hope that you have enjoyed our first Unitas Wholesale conference and we wish you a safe 
journey home. Thank you for your continued support of Unitas Wholesale.

Friday 20 September 2019

Wednesday afternoon



Key information

Insurance

WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT YOU HAVE TRAVEL 
INSURANCE COVER.

Insurance is required primarily for medical coverage but also 
for loss or damage to luggage, theft or loss of property. Travel 
insurance is easily obtainable either online or from your local 
Post Office.

Please note that, in general, travel insurance only covers 
personal belongings up to the amount of £200. Any property 
you are taking on the trip of a higher value such as cameras, 
video cameras, laptops etc. should be covered separately. You 
may find these are covered on your home insurance policy. 
Please note mobile phones are not covered under most travel 
insurance policies.

Safety

Telephone

Time

Special dietary requiments

Shopping

As in all destinations, Vilamoura does have a small crime 
element albeit mainly petty pick-pocketing. Please ensure that 
you keep handbags, wallets and cameras etc. secure when 
you are out and about. It is advisable to take extra care at night 
by not being out on your own and it is advisable to take the 
hotel’s complimentary shuttle service to and from the hotel.

Typical shop opening hours in the Algarve are from 
9am - 1pm and 3pm - 7pm Monday to Friday and 
until 1pm on Saturdays. During peak summer season 
most of them will stay open all day on Saturdays and 
will be open until 9pm or 10pm in the main resorts.

If you have any special meal requirements, such as vegetarian, 
vegan, gluten free etc. and have not already advised Russell 
Gilbey of this please do so before your departure, as 
arrangements are more difficult to arrange once in Vilamoura.

When calling the UK from Portugal the following dialling 
code is required 0044 + UK STD code (minus 0).

Vilamoura is on the same 
time as the UK.

Please contact Russell Gilbey 
with any further enquiries:
T: 0118 918 9000
M: 07710 344989
E: russell@insynq.co.uk

Nightlife

While the area directly around the hotel is mainly residential, 
the Marina at Vilamoura has a fabulous nightlife that will 
appeal to all tastes. There are restaurants, bars and cafés 
as well as nightclubs and a casino, all located within walking 
distance from each other.

Passport and visas

Visas are not required for UK and European passport holders. 
Passports should be valid for three months after your intended 
length of stay. Please check with Russell Gilbey if you do not 
hold a UK or EU passport as you may require a visa.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: At the time of print, there is still 
a degree of uncertainty regarding the Brexit situation. If there 

are any major changes to European travel as a result of the 
UK’s departure from the European Union, an update will be 
provided to all delegates regarding any new passport and/or 
visa requirements for those travelling within Europe.

seven treatment rooms, sauna and steam room along with a 
brand new state-of-the-art gym.

The five-star property offers 280 rooms and suites and 
provides a quiet retreat overlooking the lush greens of the 
Victoria Golf Course which annually hosts the European Tour 
Portuguese Masters Golf Tournament.

For the first time we have negotiated exclusive use of the 
hotel during the conference duration.

Anantara Vilamoura Algarve Resort 
Victoria Gardens, Av. dos Descobrimentos nº 0,  
8125-309 Quarteira,  
Portugal 
Tel - +351 289 317 000


